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Movie studios Set the Stage for 

Why All Video Disc* Won't Work 

By John Burgess Washington Post 
Page F17 The Washington Post 



Incompatibility 
in All Players 

staff writer Monday, June 16, 1997; 



Funny thing about new technology: Now utter what heights it could 
»oar to in an ideal world, in the world w. inhabit it can be puUeS back 
toward tha ground by conc.m. of «un<»ic, and the statu, quo 

Look now at a lictle-known feature of DVD (Digital Versatile Disc) the 
new video format that ha. appeared in stores. DVD, which putl a 
full-lenyth movie on a five-inch disc, is intanded to eventually replace tha 
vxdaoca.sette. And DVD also ha. applications for ««.ic and C0«£tinS 

and U natnf!!H 9loh * 1 • 1 " t »*ic. industry, following long 

and painful negotiation., agreed on a single technical standard for the 

rvH S ^Be^. r \ e ^ade r r 6 * ^ ^ ^ 

you C r. £ wrong thinJt ^ ™™ ™> «™ in * 11 «*» 

That's because the industry is deliberately building i« . kind of 
incompatibility between six global rones that it has designated 
suparpower style. 

illll'l ^ if ' W ° rltS: Fx " r « cor<tod DVD discs contain special code, to 
identify the rones in which they are to be sold. For axa^le, a copy of 

w^rri' iRtmM for in ch « onlt *» st "*« « c«2a. 

nlrkltJ " invi3ibla cod< * iaittifying those two 

Undar an arrangement that the Hollywood film . eud ios strong-ara«d onto 
hardware makers, aach DVD player must have a chip that searcheHor 
lT- C °?Vl * Player S0ld in the ^"ed States or Canada will play only 
U~ rlTJl /*, * V that applies to those two countries. If you pop in a 
Use releasad for Japan, which will have another coda, it won't play^ 

So why do this? Tha answer is that Hollywood want, to protect a F0X 00407 

complex system by which it rele.sas home version, of movies in 



SiVreV-nc councrie. ,4 dif fer^'tV^m,.. " ' 1 ^ ** ^ a/ 4 

slt^l ty ? ic !! lly " ark « t ^ of film, fir.t in the United 

Stete. and then in Europe befor. moving on to other oversee. ■Irt.eT 
Studio. »«y there ere multiple reeson. for the prtctH! 

^!if J 1 ^f* <1 J C " P * C,ry for ^Pliction, .tudiu. «nt to meet 

d«*nd fully in one market before moving on to rhe „«* o?h. 
simultaneous ^ could mean shortage,™ '.i ^^. < t5S?£ " 
d^nd!n: t0,,, * r '* Vid *° r - UM - in — countri-^^.^^ 1 * 

World doiind for the latest American aoviea be.in« i 
J.k how thi. system could Po..ibl y C " r rioulo;^tn^. bi og Z^ 9 ^ 
tll^T"™' t0 ^ thou^d. of cop^r or, iV^S. 

Lost World- on ita day of vide* r.le«.e here, then f lyine thZ L 
countrie. for ..le .t a premium before the officii riSJZTLZ* ~ 

ainJliw^ T' i t LoByncx " im9 o£ th « three TV stendard. 

!TT i * UCh trad *- That ' s bec "" # ^ **« built to^neTV 

State, on VCR. built to the standard u**d her. wonTwork in tooled 
where vcRs and TV sets use another standard. 

.f ^f u i y K ^ ob * 11 V compatible UVU, however, would put the whole .y.tem 

HSI ? U ~ — W ° tt " Play ° n ^ Thus. tn. coo. 

system we. invented to make it impractical to move . disc fro. home 

Tho new technology ecuielly increases Hollywood's ability to 
orche.tr.te the r*lee.e .equ.nce of movie. . i„, t#wl o£ 
-reading to the different TV technologies, the worlTnl^^ 

The Ohited St.te. end Caxmd. are one. Southeast Asia is .mother Chin. 

Africa. Rus.1., India and Eastern Europe. 

0V0 di.ee also atore their movie, in scrambled form in en .ft-—.* ..«>«., 
the ca.u.l home copier of movl*,. ^.try^fScU™*..^' ' 

^^i^tnr furth - r prot ~ tion airs*-. 

cc«m.^ n h T th L!! d T! Wil1 - k * UC, » • Utcl « »■*«•« «or the big-time 
ITllt tK V X T* f^ 1 i£ ^ «« out how to produce digit.! 

bit-for-bit clone, of the di.c. they'll .till heve to meke six JeraiL. 
worldwide distribution. Any busine... legitime or not TEcmlL ill, 
settlor a\m^.r\erk.c ate." M - ^ ~" onsTfTprc^t or 

W " t * -ch ~"omer to have warm fuxxy feeling. 
* and th * ir Pf^cts. On the other hend. they in ...ance r«t 

ofr- FOX 00408 

Often these steps leave legitimate cu«r.o«.r. feeling eeericved For 
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In the sane way. you can imagine son* DVD buyers faalin* burn.d 
over the zone sy.tea. For on. thing, they may not know tLc^hlir ne- 
possessions aren't globally portable. You can i»«gi„. an^rican 
buyxng a co,t y di.c during « vacation in wrope, br!ngwTt £L _ 

xnding that lt doesn't work. (No doubt a few WicanI Sv^J^?^ 
experience buying European videocaasettos . ) *" eriC ' n * tave l * d 

Jf-t- by anoinaarina Zir'ifrca^wo" T^^^ST^ 

far, they're not. world's player*. So 

In other worde. were getting machines that in technology term. 
deliberately 1«.« than what they could be But that •» ^ ? 
If companies are going to give L advance, ^h Ts ^ ^I " ^ 
expected to live with a few conpromises. 

John Burgess a w-a.il addresa is burgessswa.hpost .co.. 
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